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Comparison and Contrast of Cultural Groups
The necessity of understanding the culture-specific family patterns is rapidly gaining popularity among the family therapists. However, since they are aware that of the risk that any advances to establish the general patterns could be mistaken for stereotypes, they also acknowledge that a precondition to understanding a certain family entails the consideration of the operation context of the family (Kane, 2000). Culture is a factor in such context. The paper focuses on comparing and contrasting the family dynamics of four identified cultural groups. The groups will include the African Americans, Native Americans, Latino Americans as well as the Asian Americans. The paper will summarize the typical family structures of the four groups and have a conclusion that summarizes the discussion. 
Previous research works have established that the African American families exhibit a variation like in any other culture. As identified by some Afrocentric writers, the functioning of the African American families portrays five main characteristics (Fennell, 2007). They include the kinship networks of the extended families, family tasks that can be adapted and are egalitarian in nature, a strong orientation regarding religion, stable education as well as work ethics, coping abilities that are flexible and strong. 
The kinship networks of the extended families are evident in various forms. The first type is the three-generation household which is a family setting that enables the accumulation of financial as well as human resources to care for the children and the old people. Such resources also aid in the promotion of emotional support among the parents. The second household involves members of a family who opt to reside in distinct households but within common vicinity to promote interactions on daily basis (Kane, 2000). The third household setting is that of fictive kin. The setting entails families who develop close relationships with other individuals with whom they don’t share a blood relationship and who may or may not reside with the nuclear family. The fictive setting involves friends and neighbors who may be referred to as aunts or even uncles. 
The African Americans are perceived to have strong emotional bonds regarding their families. The implication is that the solidarity that exists among the African American families is overwhelming. The roles for men and women among the African Americans are perceived as egalitarian as well as flexible. There is the sharing of ideas, responsibilities regarding financial support, child care as well as the household. The responsibilities are based on opportunities and abilities instead of relying on gender. The parenting tasks are distributed among the parents as well as the grandparents (Kane, 2000). There are also several adult relatives, fictive kin as well as older children who assist in the parenting tasks. Sometimes the boundaries of some households may eventually become blurred in such a way that they cannot function effectively. Such a trait is presumed to be the strength when addressing a crisis. 
The African Americans families also demonstrate a stable religious orientation. The church is presumed to have begun in the African forest and was strong enough to survive slavery. Based on history, the church is an indigenous institution which is centrally placed in the lives of the African Americans. The church has offered the African American families with an avenue for self-expression, leadership functions as well as emotional and material support. The implication is that the church operates as a family extension among the African Americans. The church is used to teach values which promote and maintain the African American families regarding adversity (Fennell, 2007). The church enhances mutual care, sharing of responsibilities as well as trust in a manner that is stronger than any form of evil. The other characteristic of the African American families is on education and work ethics. 
The parents in the African American families anticipate that their young ones will have the opportunity to surpass them socioeconomically.  Such parents perceive education as the necessary channel regarding the upward mobility of their children. In enhancing such values, such parents train their youngsters on sharing the family responsibilities, incorporating them in a household as well as childcare roles, and encouraging good performance in academics and ambitious career objectives (Kane, 2000). The family members may also be urged to assist financially regarding education or mental health care if a child’s performance is wanting. The African American families are also characterized by flexible coping skills. This refers to the capability of surviving and coping with hardship which is consistently maintained in the African American families. 
On the other hand, the Asian Americans have a vertical family structure. The families face a diversification of practices across various cultures. On the basis of the Confucius teachings, the family responsibility is shared from the father to son, big brother to small brother as well as from the husband to his wife. The female parents develop a stable bond with their children. They seem to favor the eldest sons as opposed to their fathers. The family patterns have changed across various Asian generations (Yee et al., 2009). For instance, the family pattern of the Japanese Americans transformed from a pattern that was initially male-oriented to a stem pattern which incorporated the sharing of responsibilities as well as the inheritance rights for their sons and daughters. This was contrary to the egalitarian and flexible family structures of the African Americans. 
The Japanese, Korean, as well as Chinese communities, adopt a patriarchal as well as a patrilineal family structure. As time progressed, the circumstances that prevailed compelled older men to lose some of their typical tasks as the elders of the society who were charged with the mandate of solving issues, adjudicating quarrels, and making significant decisions. Such roles changed since the older men were incapable of effectively communicating in English and did not properly understand the Western culture (Leong et al., 2006). The family structures of the Asian Americans comprised of the split-household families, the extended, transnational, nuclear as well as multiple nuclear families. 
Similar to other cultural groups, the Latino Americans attach a great significance to the nuclear family as well as the extended side. The affiliation to the families by individuals is of great significance to the Latino Americans. The parents work as partners when undertaking family responsibilities (Dávila, 2012). Marriage among the Latino Americans is primarily aimed at bearing children as well as proceeding with family life. Previous studies indicate that the Latino communities attach a great significance to their children as they may not engage in various activities such as marriage education without the presence of their youngsters.
 The Latino Americans take advantage of the greatly extended family networks which play various roles. When such families reside in common vicinity, the members are likely to pay each other frequent visits as well as various exchanges may take place. The couples value their children and spouse. At times the interests of the extended family among the Latino Americans may translate into a burden for the nuclear households (Dávila, 2012). The nuclear family members give priority to providing financial as well as emotional support to the extended family. The family concept may extend to a network of friends, neighbors as well as organizations which constitute a community where an individual belongs. 
On the other hand, the Native Americans embrace the concept of interdependence. The implication is that there is nothing independent found in the universe. The Native-American community was categorized into kinship and extended families. The extended families are composed of blood and non-blood members with their centers based in the nuclear families. Most of the individuals exercised polygamous marriage (Vigil, 2011). The men and women were free to initiate a divorce provided that it is not held as an immoral practice in the Native-American society. Some of the Native-American tribes had family structures which consisted of clans. The clans would outline the duties, responsibilities, relationships as well as obligations among the Native-American community. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]All the discussed groups including the African Americans, Asian Americans, Latino Americans as well as the Native Americans placed a great significance on family, children as well as religion (Leong et al., 2006). Some disparities included that the Native-American society was subdivided into clans which were not common to the other discussed cultural groups. Although the cultural groups are distinct from each other, they share numerous characteristics. The family appears to be the center of each cultural group.   
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